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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 

37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 10/10/08 has been 
entered. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant argues: 
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Chris Williams re ference does not suggest listing of program data based on type o f 
presentation data. 

Based on the amended claim language, the argument is moot in view of new ground of 
rejection. In fact, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen do suggest listing of data based on 
presentation type. Williams does suggest a listing of program data based on the type of 
presentation data (see Williams, fig. 15, the channel table is a listing of data based on 
type of presentation). Accarie does suggest a listing of program data based on type of 
presentation data (see Accarie, [406-408], fig. 10, menu of program data based on 
presentation type (or terminal)). 

The Applicant's arguments have been fully considered, but are not fully persuasive. 
Claims 1-7, 11-17, 12, 25-27 stand rejected. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



4. 



Claims 1, 4, 13, 19, 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Williams, Jr. (US 620221 1 Bl) and Accarie et al. (US 2003/0048757 Al) in view of 
Salmonsen (US 2004/0049797 Al). 
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As to claim 1 , Williams discloses an audio/video (A/V) component networking system, 
comprising (see Williams, fig. 4): 

a plurality of source components, each source component adapted to provide AN 
program data (see Williams, fig. 3, col. 5, II. 34-39, mass storage within server, receiving from 
remote systems within another network, see col. 6, II. 7-1 1 , and the cable system (fig. 5) into a 
number of tuners (see col. 1, II. 60-64), fig. 4 and 5 shows a stereo, television, cable box as 
plurality of sources); 

and a sink component communicatively coupled to a presentation device (see Williams, 
fig. 4, STB is a sink between the storage of server and presentation device, such as a TV), 

the sink component adapted to receive AA/ program data from at least one of the plurality 

of source components and transmit the AA/ program data to the presentation device (see 

Williams, col. 6, II. 43-49, see Williams, col. 6, II. 43-53, IR link for remote control of cable box 

used for STB), and wherein the sink component is configured to present to a user a filtered 

aggregated listing of the /W program data available from each of the plurality of source 

components based on a type of the presentation (see Williams, col. 6, II. 43-54, if cable box is set 

correctly (controlled by STB) cable converter box output streams to TV via STB control, Williams 

Jr. suggest this with control of the /W display and display on a presentation device (see Williams 

Jr. col. 6, II. 43-54, see Williams, col. 6, II. 43-53, IR link for remote control of cable box used for 

STB). Accarie teaches it (see Accarie, [447]), all commands (a menu interface) are extracted and 



displayed on a screen so as consultable by the user when a user selects a terminal of the 
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network (see Accarie, [441] and fig. 7, (In fact, " selecting the appropriate mode" (see Williams 
Jr., col. 6, II. 43-54) shows enablement to control a menu interface. The channel setting (an 
inherent menu manipulation) is controlled by the STB, which shows enablement of a user to 
control a menu interface. Williams teaches control of data, but is unclear on control of menu 
interface from the source component; Accarie, who discloses a network communication system 
does teach control of menu interface of the source component for display on the presentation 
device (see Accarie, [0395-0447], all stored commands (a menu) of a local terminal (a source) is 
displayed on a screen for user selection (displayed on presentation device, [0447])). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the system of Williams with the system of 
Accarie to allow the user the convenience of accessing the menu of control fimctions of a 
remote source component (see Accarie, [0453]). 

The references of Williams and Accarie are unclear on a listing of program data 
based on type of the presentation device; however, Salmonsen, who discloses network 
interfacing, does teach this (see Salmonsen, [147-148] presents a playlist based on type of 
presentation device (with said list being aggregated and filtered-as by file type), and 
[0105], a media renderer (sink) controls the streaming of VOB files fi-om the source to 
the display (presentation device, see control signals (fig. 3) from media source to renderer 
to video display to show control menus for subtitles and languages)); 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the system of Williams and Accarie with the 
system of Sahnonsen so that the user could make selections from a dynamic menu 
display presented by the sink unit (see Salmonsen, [0054]). 

As to claim 13, Williams discloses an audio/video networking method, comprising (see 
Williams, fig. 4 and col. 3, II. 20-60): remotely accessing, via a sink component, a centralized 
storage system having a plurality of source components, each source component adapted to 
provide AA/ program data (see Williams, fig. 3, col. 5, II. 34-39, mass storage within server, 
receiving from remote systems within another network, see col. 6, II. 7-1 1 , and the cable system 
(fig. 5) into a number of tuners (see col. 1 , II. 60-64)); 

transmitting, via the sink component, A/V program data from at least one of the source 
components to a presentation device (see Williams, col. 6, II. 43-49); and 

Williams teaches control of data, but is unclear on control of menu interface from 
the source component; Accarie, who discloses a network communication system does 
teach control of menu interface of the source component for display on the presentation 
device (see Accarie, [0395-0447], all stored commands (a menu) of a local terminal (a 
source) is displayed on a screen for user selection (displayed on presentation device, 
[0447]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the system of Williams with the system of 
Accarie to allow the user the convenience of accessing the menu of control functions of a 
remote source component (see Accarie, [0453], see Willianns, col. 6, II. 43-54, if cable 
box is set correctly (controlled by STB) cable converter box output streams to TV 
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via STB control, see Williams, col. 6, II. 43-53, IR link for remote control of cable 
box used for STB). 

The references of Williams and Accarie is unclear on a listing of program data 
based on type of the presentation device; however, Salmonsen, who discloses network 
interfacing, does teach this (see Salmonsen, [147-148] presents a playlist based on type of 
presentation device (with said list being aggregated and filtered-as by file type), [0105], a 
media renderer (sink) controls the streaming of VOB files fi-om the source to the display 
(presentation device, see control signals (fig. 3) fi-om media source to renderer to video 
display to show control menus for subtitles and languages)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the system of Williams and Accarie with the 
system of Sahnonsen so that the user could make selections from a dynamic menu 
display presented by the sink unit (see Salmonsen, [0054]). 

As to claim 23, Williams discloses an audio/video (A^) component networking 
system, comprising (see Williams, fig. 4 and col. 3, 11. 20-60): 

means for remotely accessing, via a sink component, a plurality of source components, 
each source component adapted to provide A'V program data (see Williams, fig. 3, col. 5, 
11. 34-39, mass storage within server, receiving from remote systems within another 
network, see col. 6, 11. 7-11, and the cable system (fig. 5) into a number of tuners (see col. 
1, 11. 60-64), see wire means between server (storage) and STB (sink) in fig. 4); 



Application/Control Number: 10/808,015 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2426 

means, via the sink component, for transmitting AA'^ program data from at least one of 
the source components to a presentation device (see Williams, col. 6, 11. 43-49, see 
coaxial out (means) to TV in fig. 4); and 

Williams teaches control of data, but is unclear on control of menu interface from 
the source component; Accarie, who discloses a network communication system does 
teach control of menu interface of the source component for display on the presentation 
device (see Accarie, [0395-0447], all stored commands (a menu) of a local terminal (a 
source) is displayed on a screen for user selection (displayed on presentation device, 
[0447]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the system of Williams with the system of 
Accarie to allow the user the convenience of accessing the menu of control fiinctions of a 
remote source component (see Accarie, [0453]). 

The references of Williams and Accarie is unclear on a listing of program data 
based on type of the presentation device; however, Salmonsen, who discloses network 
interfacing, does teach this (see Salmonsen, [147-148] presents a playlist based on type of 
presentation device (with said list being aggregated and filtered-as by file type), [0105], a 
media renderer (sink) controls the streaming of VOB files from the source to the display 
(presentation device, see control signals (fig. 3) from media source to renderer to video 
display to show confrol menus for subtitles and languages)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the system of Williams and Accarie with the 
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system of Salmonsen so that the user could make selections from a dynamic menu 
display presented by the sink unit (see Salmonsen, [0054]). 

As to claim 4, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined in claim 1) disclose the 
system of claim 1 , wherein at least one of the source components is selected from the group 
consisting of a satellite receiver source component, a digital versatile disk (DVD) source 
component, a compact disc (CD) source component, a computer, and a cable source component 
(see Williams, fig. 5 and col. 5, II. 35-45, cable source component). 

As to claim 19, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined in claim 1) disclose the 
method of claim 13, wherein accessing the centralized storage system comprises accessing at 
least one of a group consisting of a satellite receiver source component, a digital versatile disk 
(DVD) source component, a compact disc (CD) source component (28), a computer, and a cable 
source component residing on the centralized storage system (see Williams, fig. 5, cable source 
stored via storage system). 

5. Claims 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 1 1, 12, 14-18, 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Williams, Jr. (US 620221 1 Bl) and Accarie et al. (US 2003/0048757 
Al) in view of Salmonsen (US2004/0049797 Al) in view of Hunter et al. (US 
2002/0056118 Al). 

As to claim 2, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined) disclose the system of 

claim 1, 

The references of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen are unclear on wherein the sink 
component is adapted to decode the AA/ program data; however. Hunter, who discloses an 
audio-video distribution system, does teach this (see Hunter, [0065] decoder is part of user 
station, a STB [0037]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen with the system 
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of Hunter adding intelligence to the STB or user station and allowing for a simpler network fabric 
(see Hunter, [0065]). 

As to claim 3, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined) disclose the 
system of claim 1, 

The references of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen are unclear on wherein the 
sink component is adapted to transmit the A'V program data to the presentation device in 
real-time (see Hunter, [0162] proprietary real-time decoding may occur for playback 
rather than storage on content received by the STB (sink)). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the system of Williams and Accarie with the 
system of Hunter so that a user may review his selected AA^ program without delay after 
the selection process, making for a more responsive entertainment system (see Hunter, 
[0162]). 

As to claim 5, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined) disclose the system of 

claim 1, 

The references of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen are unclear on wherein the sink 
component is adapted to perform a registration operation to register at least one of the plurality of 
source components with the sink component; however, Hunter does teach this (see Hunter, 
[0154] the stored media (one of a number of source components) is registered for presentation, 
for billing purposes by the STB [0149-150]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams and Accarie with the system of Hunter 
allowing the recognition of the storage system so that said system may be replaced with a 



Application/Control Number: 10/808,015 
Art Unit: 2426 



Page 1 1 



different system and the storage capacity of the network would be unaffected (see Hunter, 
[0154]). 

As to claim 6, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined) disclose the system of 

claim 1, 

The references of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen are unclear on wherein the sink 
component is adapted to perform a registration operation to register at least one available type of 
communication network for communicating with at least one of the plurality of source 
components; however. Hunter does teach this (see Hunter, [0156] the sink as part of the digital 
network will register the communication network or define and accept as the network to access 
storage to a central controller, which will store user information, which communicates with a 
source component for data storage and or retrieval). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen with the system 
of Hunter allowing the entertainment system to recognize and successfully use different 
communication networks so that the system can be implemented in various settings, adding to its 
marketability. 

As to claim 7, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined) disclose the 
system of claim 1, 

The references of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen are unclear on wherein the 
sink component is adapted to perform a registration operation to register a format of the 

A/V program data available from each of the plurality of source components; however, 
Hunter does teach this (see Hunter, [0163-0165], the sink registers the format of a CD or 
another type of storage media for playback). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the system of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen 
with the system of Hunter in order for program format to be variable from the content 
sources, making for a more robust entertainment system (see Hunter, [0164]). 

As to claim 1 1 , Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined) disclose the 
system of claim 1, 

The references of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen are unclear on wherein the 
sink component is adapted to perform a regisfration operation to register the presentation 
device with the sink component; however, Hunter does teach this (see Hunter, [0142] 
through communication with the on-screen GUI (of the presentation device) the user 
station, sink, realizes information about the user preferences for display on the 
presentation device, hence registers the device). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the system of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen 
with the system of Hunter in order to allow the system to correctly recognize the device 
data is sent to for display therefore no delay in user interaction with the data occurs (see 
Hunter, [0142]). 

As to claim 12, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined) disclose the system of 

claim 1, 

The references of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen are unclear on wherein at least two 
of the plurality of source components comprise the same type of source component; however, 
Hunter does teach this (see Hunter, [0160] multiple CD or DVD players may be included in the 
network, including the one at the set-top box). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary sl<ill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen with the system 
of Hunter in order to allow the user to enjoy a variety of source content from a similar medium, 
say a compact disk (see Hunter, [0160]). 

As to claim 15, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined) disclose the method of 
claim 13, 

The references of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen are unclear on further comprising 
performing a registration operation to register each of the plurality of source components with the 
sink component; however. Hunter does teach this (see Hunter, [0163-0165], the sink registers the 
CD or another type of media player for playback). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen with the system 
of Hunter in order to recognize multiple sources of programming data allowing the end user 
variety in his entertainment choice (see Hunter, [0164]). 

As to claim 27, Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen (as combined) disclose the system of 
claim 23, the references of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen are unclear on further comprising 
means for registering each of the plurality of source components, Hunter does teach this (see 
Hunter, [0163-0165], the sink registers the CD or another type of media player for playback). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of Williams, Accarie and Salmonsen with the system 
of Hunter in order to recognize multiple sources of programming data allowing the end user 
variety in his entertainment choice (see Hunter, [0164]). 

As to claims 14 and 26, they are analyzed similar to claim 5. 
As to claims 17 and 25, they are analyzed similar to claim 2. 
As to claims 16 and 18, they are analyzed similar to claims 7 and 6, respectively. 
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Conclusion 

6. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Inquiries 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul J. Graham whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1705. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00a-5:00p EST. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on 571-272-7304. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this apphcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained trom the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubhshed 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished 'applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Pjg 

11/28/2008 



/Annan Q Shang/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2424 



